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The Ciba Foundation Symposium on ESP 


A three-day symposium on the subject 
of extrasensory perception was held from 
May 3-5 by the Ciba Foundation in Lon- 
don. This Foundation is an independent 
educational and scientific organization 
founded in Great Britain in 1947 by funds 
from Ciba Limited, a Swiss pharma- 
ceutical company. 

The symposium on ESP was under- 
taken at the suggestion of Dr. A. S. 
Parkes, F.R.S., of the National Institute 
for Medical Research in London, who is 
also a member of the Scientific Advisory 
Panel of the Foundation. The meeting 
was organized by Dr. Parkes and Dr. 
G. E. W. Wolstenholme, Director and 
Secretary to the Executive Council, who 
consulted Dr. S. G. Soal and Dr. E. J. 
Dingwall.on the program and the roster 
of personnel, 

For the present it will be appropriate 
to give here only a very general account 
of what took place, since the Foundation 
tentatively plans to publish the formal 
papers and discussions. In general, 
however, some impression of the symposi- 
um, the coverage of its topics, the per- 
sonnel representing those topics, and the 
significance of the program as a whole 
may be had from a review of the program 
and those who presented it. 

In accordance with Ciba's policy of 
keeping conferences small for the sake of 
efficiency, the number of those invited to 
attend was limited to 25, twelve of whom 
were from the fields of medicine, physi- 
ology, chemistry, and biology. The re- 
mainder were chosen to represent various 
aspects of parapsychological research and 
a variety of presumably relevant points 
of view, some openly critical. The formal 
papers were presented mainly by the para- 
psychologists. 


Dr. Parkes was Chairman throughout 
the symposium. The three-day program 
was as follows: 

On the first day, there were three 
papers: “The Nature of the Laboratory 
Evidence for Extrasensory Perception” 
by Dr. R. A. McConnell (Dept. of Bio- 
physics, Univ. of Pittsburgh); The 
Strength and Weakness of the Available 
Evidence for Extrasensory Perception” 
by Dr. D. J. West (Society for Psychical 
Research, London); and Some Diffi- 
culties in the Way of Scientific Recogni- 
tion of Extrasensory Perception” by Mr. 
J. Fraser Nicol (Cambridge, Mass.). The 
discussion which followed these papers 
was Opened by Prof. J. II. Gaddum 
(Pharmacological Laboratory, Univ. of 
Edinburgh). 

In the morning, on the second day, the 
speakers were: Dr. G. D. Wassermann 
(King’s College, Univ. of Durham) 
whose topic was “The Interpretation of 
Animal Behaviour and Parapsychology in 
Terms of Quantum Field Theories”; Mr. 
G. Spencer Brown (Christ Church, Ox- 
ford University) speaking on “The Data 
of Psychical Research; a Study of Three 
Hypotheses”; and Dr. S. G. Soal (Lon- 
don) on “Some Statistical Aspects of 
Extrasensory Perception Research.” Dr. 
W. L. M. Perry (National Institute for 
Medical Research, London) opened the 
discussion. In the second group in the 
forenoon there were two papers: “Telep- 
athy and Precognition Among Primitive 
Peoples,” by Dr. M. Pobers (Institute for 
Clinical and Industrial Psychology, Univ. 
of Utrecht); and “Extrasensory Percep- 
tion Among Peasant European Popula- 
tions,” by Mr. J. Langdon-Davies (Ge- 


rona, Spain). Dr. E. J. Dingwall (Pem- 
broke College, Cambridge) opened the 
discussion. 


The afternoon session of the second 
day began with Dr. Soal on “A Case of 
Pseudo-Telepathy.” He was followed by 
Dr. Dingwall on “The Simulation of 
Telepathy,” and a discussion period led 
by Dr. Pobers. 

The last day began with two papers on 
bird navigation: “The Sensory Nature of 
Bird Navigation,” by Dr. G. V. T. Mat- 
thews (Wildfowl Trust, Slimbridge) ; 
and “Testing for an ESP Factor in 
Pigeon Homing; Requirements, Attempts 
and Difficulties,” by Dr. J. G. Pratt 
(Parapsychology Laboratory of Duke 
Univ.). Prof. A. C. Hardy, F. R. S. 
(Dept. of Zoology and Comparative 
Anatomy, Oxford) opened the discussion, 
The second part of the morning session 
was a paper by Dr. KR. Amadou (Instit. 
Métapsychique, Paris) on “Parapsychol- 
ogy in the Modern Approach to Psycho- 
somatic Man,” followed by a discussion 
period opened by Dr. W. H. Gillespie 
(Maudsley Hospital, London ). 

The final afternoon session was devoted 
to a paper on “Experiences Suggestive of 
Paranormal Cognition in the Psycho- 
analytic Situation” by Dr. Gillespie, and 
a discussion opened by Prof. Aubrey 
Lewis (Institute of Psychiatry, London). 
The final session consisted of a group 
discussion on “The Direction and Scope 
of Future Research” and a brief sum- 
ming-up of the conference by Dr. Parkes. 

Those members who did not present 
formal papers and who have not been 
otherwise mentioned were: Dr. C. G, 
Butler (Rothamsted Experimental Sta- 
tion, Herts.), Sir Henry Dale (Well- 
come Trust, London), K. M. Goldney 
(Society for Psychical Research, Lon- 
don), Sir Charles Harington (National 
Institute for Medical Research, London), 
Sir Harold Himsworth (Medical Re- 
search Council, London) and Mr. J. 
Salvin (London). Two others who were 
invited but were unable to attend were 
Mr. Trevor H. Hall, who holds the Per- 
rott Studentship in Psychical Research at 
Cambridge Univ., and Prof. W. H. C. 
Tenhaeff (Parapsychology Institute, 
Univ. of Utrecht). 


It is safe to say that the most sig- 
nificant aspect of the Ciba symposium is 


the fact that it was held by an. organiza- 
tion as far removed from the field of 
parapsychology as Ciba is in its area of 
conventional interest. That the leaders 
at Ciba Foundation should consider the 
progress in parapsychology sufficiently 
advanced to justify this order of interest 
and attention may be taken as one of the 
important recent signs of growing recog- 
nition for parapsychology in general sci- 
entific circles. Perhaps it should not be 
surprising that such a step was taken in 
Great Britain where a comparatively 
open-minded attitude toward parapsychol- 
ogy has long been known to exist. It 
was there that the Society for Experi- 
mental Biologists held a symposium on 
extrasensory perception in 1950, and it 
was there that three symposia (1937, 
1950, and 1954) relating to parapsychol- 
ogy were presented at the joint meetings 
of the Aristotelian Society and the Mind 
Association. ‘ 

One of the impressions likely to be left 
by the schedule presented above upon 
those who know the history of ESP is 
that the symposium was cast on a level 
that has long seemed outmoded to most 
students of parapsychology—that is, the 
level at which it is assumed that the exist- 
ence of ESP still has to be proven. It is 
as though the whole topic were thrown 
back to the stage of the 1938 symposium 
held by the American Psychological Asso- 
ciation at its meeting in Columbus, Ohio, 
when research workers were first chal- 
lenged by the critics to back up their 
newly made claims. The emphasis at the 
Ciba symposium on the question of the 
occurrence of ESP is attributable to the 
members themselves more specifically 
those representing parapsychology. They 
were given free rein by the Ciba sponsors 
in choosing their topics. The level of 
the discussion reflects in part a reaction 
to the fact that some among the mem- 
bers were known to be critical of the 
ESP evidence. But it also indicates a 
general agreement among parapsycholo- 
gists that there is a cultural lag among 
scientists in other fields in accepting the 
findings of the research which makes it 
necessary to continue with the process 
of education, 
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But whatever one may say about the 
selection of topics and the representation 
of the working personnel, there can be 
no doubt that such a symposium under 
such sponsorship at such a time was an 
event of importance to parapsychology. 
If the proceedings of the conference are 
published as planned, their distribution 
among the type of readers likely to come 
in contact with the Ciba Foundation lit- 
erature will in itself be of considerable 
educational importance. The impression 
that comes from various sources is that 
the participants themselves, for the most 
part, considered the symposium a success 
and its arrangement and general conduct 
skillfully managed. 


Tests with a Spanish Subject 

An account of some high scoring in 
ESP tests with a fifteen-year-old Spanish 
girl named Maria appeared in a news- 
paper release in London on May 8. This 
was a popular report of experiments 
identified as those described by Mr. Lang- 
don-Davies in his paper given at the Ciba 
Symposium. A full scientific report of 
the work has not been issued yet, but the 
main details are these: 

The first tests of Maria were made in 
November, 1954, by Mrs. Langdon- 
Davies, who wanted to test her hunch that 
the three Spanish servants in her employ 
might be good ESP subjects. In in- 
formal GESP tests, with one of the maids 
acting as sender and another as rece’ ver, 
all: three of the girls obtained scores that 
were more than twice the expected chance 
average over a large number of runs. 
When either Mr. or Mrs. Langdon- 
Davies acted as sender, Maria’s scores re- 
mained high; the other two 
dropped to the chance level. 

These trials had been done informally 
without preparation. In the next six 
weeks, Mr. Langdon-Davies carried out 
about 20,000 more trials with Maria (the 
other two servants having departed). In 
these later trials, safeguards were taken 
against sensory cues which were conceiva- 
bly possible, though not likely, in the pre- 
liminary tests. For example, each card 
was enclosed in a cardboard folder in 
such a way that the subject was not able 
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to see which card was in which folder and 
could not have made associations between 
the ESP symbols and any marks of identi- 
fication on the folders. Another pre- 
caution was the elimination of the sender 
by changing to clairvoyance _ tests. 
Each change upset the scoring for a while, 
but as the subject became accustomed to 
the new conditions, her scores improved 
until they reached the general level of her 
best performance. There was no differ- 
ence between the scoring in clairvoyance 
and GESP, however. 

In April, 1955, Dr. S. G. Soal and 
Mr. F. Bateman visited Spain to work 
with Maria. When they took charge of 
the tests, Maria obtained only chance re- 
sults at clairvoyance. In GESP tests, 
however, the results remained at a level 
above the expected chance average. This 
is of interest in view of the fact that Dr. 
Soal has never recognized evidence of 
clairvoyance in his earlier experiments. 
With Mr. Bateman as sender and with 
a screen interposed between him and 
Maria, there were scores which gave 
odds of 8,000 to 1 against the likelihood 
that chance was the explanation. ‘These 
results were at a lower average rate of 
scoring than the one the subject achieved 
in her earlier work, but they gave a con- 
firmation of Maria’s ESP abilities under 
conditions that appeared to the experi- 
menters to be adequately safeguarded 
against alternative interpretation. 


General News 

In Argentina a group of people who 
are interested in parapsychology have 
established the Association of Friends of 
arapsychology, with the purpose of 
making a scientific and critical investi- 
gation of the field in its various aspects. 
The president is Mr. Benjamin E. Odell, 
The society will soon have a quarterly 
journal to be known as the Revista de 
Parapsicologia, edited by Dr. J. 
Musso. 


Ricardo 


In the Universidad del Litoral there 
has been established this year a profes- 
sional course for psychologists consisting 
of four years of study and clinical work, 
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The program will include in the second 
year a seminar on parapsychology. 


In the March 17 number of The Listen- 
er there is the text of a B.B.C. broadcast 
by the Very Rev. W. R. Matthews, Dean 
of St. Paul’s in London, in which he dis- 
cussed the relationship between parapsy- 
chology and religious beliefs and ap- 
praised the contribution which that field 
of science can make to religion. Though 
the Church has in general viewed this 
field with suspicion, he himself considers 
the evidence of the research to be “formi- 
dable.” “I do not for one moment sug- 
gest that psychical research can prove the 
truth of religion, still less be a substitute 
for it,” he writes. “I say that I think it 
can help us and that for Christians simply 
to ignore it is foolish and faint-hearted.” 

Dean Matthews is a member of a new 
organization known as “The Churches’ 
Fellowship for Psychical Study,” which 
was founded about a year ago, with Sir 
Cyril Atkinson as President. There are 
now about fifteen hundred members and 
a growing number of branch organiza- 
tions throughout England. The Fellow- 
ship aims, in general, to study and make 
known the facts of psychical research and 
to consider the place of psychical phe- 
nomena in the Christian religion. The 
progress of the movement can be fol- 
lowed in their quarterly bulletin, the Vetus 
Sheet. 


Books and Magazines 
C. C. L. Gregory and Anita Kohsen, 
physicist and psychologist respectively, 
are co-authors of a book devoted to work- 
ing out a basis for a unified science. The 
book, Physical and Psychical Research 


(Omega Press, Reigate, Surrey), re- 
examines various methods by which we 
derive knowledge: logico-deductive Syn- 
thesis, inductive synthesis, operationalism, 
and intuition. They argue that use of 
only one or two of these methods has led 
to a one-sided view of reality and that 
only by using all four methods can we 
broaden our approach to include such 


fields as parapsychology. They apply 
this approach to physics, psychoanalysis 
and parapsychology, especially incorpo- 
rating operational methods derived from 
the studies of animal ethology, informa- 
tion theory, and cybernetics. & fuller 
review of the book will appear in the 
June Journal of Parapsychology. 


Science (June 3) has further comment 
on the Smith-Canon article which it pub- 
lished last July. The comment appears in 
a communication by J. B. Rhine on the 
“Value of a ‘Negative’ Experiment in 
Extrasensory Perception.” Dr. Rhine 
expresses the opinion that under the con- 
ditions of the Smith-Canon experiment, 
failure to find evidence had no scientific 
relevance for the question of the evi- 
dence for ESP from earlier experiments. 


“Psychoanalysis will not be able to ig- 


-nore too long the problem of precogni- 


tion” says Nandor Fodor in an article 
(“Through the Gate of Horn“) in the 
April, 1955, American Journal of Psy- 
chotherapy. Dr. Fodor gives a psycho- 
analytic interpretation of a series of 
dreams which, he believes, may, contain 
evidence of precognition. 


W. W. Coblentz, a physicist long asso- 
ciated with the National Bureau of Stand- 
ards, has published an account of his in- 
cidental observations of mediumship. 
The title of Dr. Coblentz’ book is Man's 
Place in a Superphysical World (Sabian 
Publishing Society ). 


J. Ricardo Musso, referred to above 
in the general news section, has pioneered 
in bringing the literature of parapsy- 
chology into the Spanish language. Dr. 
Musso published two works during 1954: 
one a booklet of the Argentine Institute 
of Parapsychology entitled A Brief In- 
troduction to Parapsychology, and the 
other, a broad survey of the field under 
the title On the Frontiers of Psychology 
(Editorial Periplo, Buenos Aires) 


The Pararsycnotocy Rutcerin, issued quarterly, is sent to all Journal of Parapsycholigy subscribers. 
Others may subscribe for $1 a year by applying to the editor, 
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